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and stylists, who have devoted their efforts in the presen-
tation of such well known subjects as Byzantine history,
race, origin and development, religions of Asia, war op-
erations, atrocities, harems, dogs, mosques, and ceme-
teries. They have been informative intermediaries in
helping to explain the East to the West. It is true that
many of these writers have allowed their passions or en-
thusiasm to keep them from presenting sober, thoughtful
judgments of subjects of their particular interest, espe-
cially in the failure to give a sense of proportion and
balance. Naturally the specialist cannot treat his spe-
cialty adequately and at the same time present within
the book covers adequate supplementary data. The same
observation applies to the stylist; while as to the avowed
propagandist it may be asserted with perfect fairness
that he adopts in addition the tactics of diverting atten-
tion to extraneous or relatively unimportant topics, of
interfering with a reader's perspective through the use
of illogical comparisons, or of making the subject un-
necessarily complex.
For both writer and reader to attain that simplicity
which alone can bring out an understanding of Turkey's
problems, fairness of spirit and honesty of intellect are
prerequisite. These latter characteristics, however, are
rare on the part of either natives or foreigners. It is
too much to expect that any racial groups in Turkey can
divorce their human, pent-up feelings and their fervid
beliefs. Few foreigners in Turkey or elsewhere can.
maintain a real disinterestedness. While no one wishes
to be considered "faultily faultless, icily regular, splen-
didly null," there are millions of people in the world, of
whom the Americans and Englishmen are leading types,
who have achieved a well deserved reputation for fair
play. This book is intended for these and other persons
who are interested in the truth and are willing to reach
conclusions only after both sides of each question have

